Sugar sector to showcase its ethanol
capability at Auto Expo 2023
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The sugar industry will help
automobile manufacturers to
roll out new flexible fuel
vehicles (FFVs) as part of its
commitment to produce
1,016 crore litres of ethanol
required to achieve the 20 per
cent blending target by
2025-26.

The sugar industryhas seta
goal of diverting 100 lakh
tonnes of sugar for achieving
production of 1,000 crore
litres. However, this would re-
quire higher ethanol produc-
tion capacity, more distiller-
ies, and “conducive
government policies” to boost
sugarcane and sugar produc-
tion in the country, Indian
Sugar Mills Association
(ISMA) said in a statement on
Tuesday.

The industry body of

private sugar mills,among the
eight participants at the Eth-
anol Pavilion in the Auto Expo
2023 beginning January 13,
said ISMA will create aware-
ness amongst auto enthusi-
asts and people at large that
“Ethanol Biofuel is Powering
India”.

The overall ethanol pro-
duction capacity in the coun-
try has touched 697 crore
litres from a level of less than
300 crore litres before the 20
per cent target was set by the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment. On World Environ-
ment Day in 2021, Modi an-
nounced advancement of 20
per cent ethanol blending
with petrol (EBP) target to
2025 from 2030.

BLENDING TARGET

In the current sugar season,
the sugar industry is expected
to divert about 45 lakh tonnes
of sugar to achieve a blending

targetof 12 per cent. Thereare
several milestones in the eth-
anol blending programme
that has to be achieved in or-
der to ensure India is self-reli-
ant in green energy genera-
tion, ISMA said.

Stressing that time has
come to explore how FFVs can
be promoted in the country,
ISMA said it has requested the
government to levy the same
GST to the manufacturers of
hybrid FFVs as levied on the
EV manufacturers. “Thereisa
need for a clear roadmap on
FFVs to promote it and to give
itall possible policy push. This
will not only give ethanol sup-
pliers some visibility about
the future of ethanol-run
vehicles but oil marketing
companies (OMCs) and auto-
mobile manufacturers will
also be benefitted which will
help them get a direction re-
garding the future of FFVs,” it
said.



